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Documentary films are nonfiction films designed to
show a story of actual events, of an event or person,
and sometimes for historical records. Today,
documentary films are much more entertaining to
watch with all of the technology advances in the film
industry as well as added drama than they were years
ago. It seems that every year there are more and more
documentary films and TV series because of how much
these films interest the audience.
Although documentaries and fiction films both have a
story behind them, documentary films have a real
story with actual events and truth behind it. Documentary films can be used as a way to teach people on
subject matter within an hour or two, or in a series of films. These film topics have an endless range of
subject matter from health techniques, to sports, to political sciences.
Depending on the director and how the film is created, some documentaries are very one side. This can
sway the audience to the author's beliefs. Because of this, many times documentary films are associated
with propaganda films. For example, Nazi Germany was very involved with propaganda films. Many of
them, such as Triumph des Willens (1935), boasted the Nazi party and swaying the public and audience
to the Nazi party.
Documentary films can date back to the earliest films that were shot. One of the first films to ever be
created and the first by the Lumiére brothers is Sortie des Usines Lumière à Lyon, which was a short film
of workers leaving the Lumiere factor in 1895. Although it is said to be a documentary film, when
watching the film, if you look at how the workers are dressed you can see that they are wearing the
finest cloths that they own. Also none of them walk towards the camera or even look at it. The film does
document workers leaving the building, but it is also somewhat staged seeing that none of them would
ever be wearing their finest cloths in a factory and none of them walked past the camera blocking the
view.
Documentary films were originally films showing actually events and footage that either happened or
are currently happening. Nanook of the North (1922) which shows the struggles of a family living off the
land in the artic of northern Quebec is an example. In this film, director Robert J. Flaherty followed the
family documenting all of the obstacles that one would face attempting to live in the Arctic. Although it
is considered a documentary, portions of the film would fall into the genre of docudrama.
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Today, there are documentary films that are recreations of events such as the 2004 Disney film Miracle
which is a sports docudrama about the 1980 US Olympic ice hockey team. These films was created using
actors, recreating the events that the team went through prior and up to the 1980 winter Olympics.
Although this was a recreation it is considered to be extremely historically actuate to the actual events
that took place. Films like this are called docudramas seem to be much more appealing to children
which create a larger based audience.
Documentaries don't typically have to be one single film; sometimes they are broken up into a series.
One case in point is Why We Fight (1942-1945). Directed and produced by Frank Capra this series is
documentary, informational, and sometimes even a propaganistic. The films were originally created to
show the soldiers why they needed to fight and help motivate them. But, eventually, i>Why We Fight
was shown to the public to also motivate them to support the troops. The first film in the series Prelude
to War (1942) won the 1942 Academy Award for Documentary Feature. Watching the film today, it
looks as if it were made by a young film student, but, at the time, the film techniques used in creating it
was ground breaking for documentary films and left people on the edge of their seats.
There are also documentaries that are used as propaganda against war. Michael Moore's Fahrenheit
9/11 (2004) is one example. The film is seen to have very liberal views on the topic and created a lot of
controversy when it was released. Fahrenhype 9/11 (2004) was produced in response to Moore's film.
Fahrenheit 9/11 details many conspiracy theories that took place prior to 11 September 2001. Although
it was controversial, Moore did ask some good questions about events leading up to, on, and after
September 11.
Documentary films have evolved over time and continue to do so. It will be fascinating to see what the
directors and producers will be creating in the years to come. For movie critics or just another Netflix
user, I think it is safe to say that they all are anticipating the arrival of new documentary films.
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